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When you go out to paint, try to forget what objects you have before 
you, a tree, a house, a field or whatever.  Just think, here’s a little 
square of blue, here’s an oblong of pink, here’s a streak of yellow, and 
paint it as it looks to you, the exact color and shape  

- Monet

 
 
Print:  ‘The Japanese Footbridge at Giverny’ 
 
Biography:
 http://www.biography.com/impressionists/monet-
bio.jsp 
 
 
Books:  Monet by Mike Venezia 
   Available in local libraries 
    
Materials: Available in Art Masterpiece Room 
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Materials:  water color Paper 9 x 12 
   Water color paints 
   Brushes 
   Containers for water 
   Markers, colored pencils 
   T-shirt smocks to protect clothes 
 
 
Begin by showing Monet’s painting of ‘The Japanese Footbridge 
at Giverny.’ 
 
Give a short summary of Monet’s life or read portions of a book 
about him to the class. 
 
Students will create their own bridge based on Monet’s painting.  
They should create a work using the same techniques and colors.  
Their color palette should be limited to white greens, yellow, blues 
and limited use of brown.  One of the things that separates Monet 
from many artist is the limited palette he imposed upon himself.  
When standing before a Monet, you can typically count on one 
hand the number of predominant colors.  Yet, from a distance, his 
works appear to comprise the entire rainbow. 
 
One way to achieve the Impressionist style is to use spray bottle to 
moisten the paper and then paint the background first with 
watercolors of greens and blues.  Let the dry which only takes a 
few moments in the Arizona climate.  Once dry, they can paint or 
draw the footbridge with markers or more paint.  Detail may be 
added by using a drier brush with the watercolor paint, marker, oil 
pastels or colored pencils. 
 
Encourage the children to use a variety of brush techniques.  
Monet used many types of brush strokes and frequently deposited 



‘dabs’ of color on the canvas without blending the colors.  Seen 
from even a brief distance the dabs of color are blended together. 
 
 
Please also send home a short note letting parents know what 
project we did in art masterpiece.  (Please see sample note at the 
end of the packet) 
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